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Stephanolithion bigoti bigoti MEnD, 1979 

Description: 

See remarks. 

Remarks: 

Fig. 5 - Stephanolithion bigoti 
bigoti ssp. n. The two smaller 
specimens on the left hand side, 
illustrating both distal and prox
imal views. Upper Oxford Clay, 
Gamlingay Borehole at 64 feet 
(19.51 m). SAC197, SEM72/ 

3694, X 2,250. 

Deflandre (1939) mentioned that the average size with the spines was 

3.0-4.5 X 2.6-4.0 f.L. The largest specimens to be seen were 5.0-9.5 f.L, "cette 

derniere n'etant atteinte, dans ce qui j'ai vu, que tres exceptionellement". The 

measurements given by Noel (1965) fall into separate groups, those based 

on electron micrographs, giving a maximum measurement of 4.3 X 3.5 f.L, and all 

based on material from the "Oxfordien superieur de Niort", and those based on 

the optical microscope investigation with a maximum measurement of 10.0 X 9.0 !J-, 

based on material from the "Oxfordien, Weymouth". 

The author concludes that, from a detailed re-examination of the Oxfordian ma

terial, this species has two distinct size ranges and that very few specimens have 

an overall length of between 4.5-6.0 f.L. It is therefore proposed to separate these 

two types as distinct subspecies, with the smaller size as representative of Stepha

nolithion bigoli DEFLANDRE bigoti ssp. n. A new subspecies, described below 

represents the larger material. 
Stephanolithion bigoti DEFLANDRE bigoli ssp. n. has been recovered in most of the 

samples examined and ranges from the base of the Lower Oxford Clay to the 

Lower Kimmeridge Clay. Noel (1973) has recorded the species from the 
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Upper Kimmeridgian of France. This extends the stratigraphical range assigned to 
the species by Rood & Barnard (1972) . 

Type level: 

Oxfordian, Kimmeridgian. 

Type locality: 

Gamlingay Borehole, Cambridgeshire. 

Depository: 

Institute of Geological Sciences, Leeds, England . 

Author: 

Medd A. W., 1979, p . 50; pl. 4, fig. 5. 

Reference: 

The Upper Jurassic coccoliths from the Haddenham and Gamlingay boreholes 
(Cambridgeshire, England) . Eclogae geol. Helv., vol. 72, no. 1, pp. 19-109, 11 pls. 
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